[] 

| 
! 
| 
| 
1 
| 


| 


| Jeſs T had endeavoured to ſuit it to th 
 T#here preſent, and to make it as ediſying as I could unto 


To «be Right Reverend Father in Gol | 
HENRY 
Lord Biſhop of LONDON, 


One of HiSMAJESTY's 


| Moſt Honourable PRIVY COUNCIL. 


MY LORD, 
| OUR Lordſhip having ſignified you? pleaſure 
that the Sermon whrch you heard, when you 
did ns the bonour to be preſent at the Open- 
#ng of our Pariſh Church, ſhould be made 
publick; notwithſianding my averſeneſs #0 


' print any thing tn Engliſh , yet out of a jift ſenſe both of 
| That 0b: dience which Towe to you as yy Biſhep,and of that 
Kindneſs which I have vyeceived from. You as my Patron, 


T have now done #t,and herewith make bold to preſent it to 
Tou. What Effeft a Diſcourſe of this Nature will bave 


 aponthe Mind's of thoſe who ſhall have fo much pattence as 
| Fovead it, IT know not. But muſt leave that to him who 
hath the hearts of all men in his hand. My Swubjet I am 


ſure is good and neceſſary> And as for my plain and pra- 
fical way of handling tt, it is that which my Text 19. 


_ yYuireth, in that it commanadeth that in our Chriftsan Con- 


gregations , All things be done toedifying. Jo that 11- 
1 Cpacities of all 


them, my Sermon had been a ComtraditFion to my Text : 
And behides that, Thad loſt my c- in Preaching it : 
Which was, to convince thoſe eſpectally, whoſe Souls, tin- 
der your Lordfoip, are commuted to my care and tondutt, 

| _ 2 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory:. 
of the Excellency and Uſefulneſs of the Common Prayer, 
and ſo to perſuade them to the conſtant and conſtiencious 
uſe of it; wot only becauſegt 3s conformable to the Dottrine , 
Di [cipline , and. Proiitts of the Univerſal! Church, nor 
only becauſe it is eſtabliſhed by the Laws both of our 
Church and State ( though they alſo be verygreat Reaſons ) 
but likewiſe becauſe of that extroardinary benefit and ad- 
vantage which they would receivefromit., for the. edifys 
ing of their Souls iu whatſoever is neceſſary ts their FE. 
ternal Sabtvation. | PE 

T am very ſenſible , that much more might have been 
ſid npon this Excellent SubjefFf. But intending no more 
than a plain Sermon upon the occaſion, T was forced to 0- 
mit maily things, and to confine my ſelf to ſuch only, which 
were moſt obvious, and ſeemed the moſt neceſſary for peo- 
ple to know and prattice, in order to their being veconci« 
led unto, and edrfied by our Publick Prayers. . And if ups 
en your peruſal of that little which. Thwve ſaid, yon Jhall 
find any ihing not agreeable to the DofFrene,of our Church, 
T humbly ſubmit 33 to Tour Lovdſheps Judgement and Cen- 
ſure ; only deſiring that Tou would be as ready to pardon, 
as] amioveirat it. © S DET SAND SI IA 
__ My Lord), WA Ran Lo, AL DAS 6 

- . 6, have one requeſt more to make unto Tou,' which isthas 
as Tou was the occaſion of my printing this Sermor, (0 Tou 
would be pleaſed to accepi of ut ,now it is printed © Audif, 
by ihe Bleſſing of Almighty God; it may contribute awy 
thing to thoſe great Ends, which Tou continually proſecute 
"with ſo great Wiſdom and Prudence, with ſuch exempla- 
ry Care aud Diligence inthe Management of that high Of- 
fice which he hath called you to , even tothe Glory of bis 
great Name, the good of his Church, and the Salvation of 
the Souls of Mep; it is.all that is deſired by . 201 

| My Lord, \..: | Your Lordſhip moſt humble” 
- and mel obedient Servant, 


WILLIAM BEVERIDGE 
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Concerning the 


Sy and Uſefulneſs 


Common Prayer. 


| 1 C OR. XIV. 26. 
Let all things be done to eat ifying.. 


RH EN Judas Atocuidiny had 
> new built the Altar, and re- 
aired the Temple at ary tr 

S pa mM , after it had been 
ted and laid waſte for Three 
years together ; , the Church of 


God at that time and place 're- 
Jjoyced ſo muich at it, thar my , 
#\ kept theDedication of it E 
| phink and ordered that the 
| -  Jame ſhould be obſerved eye ry 
year ; 'T Maceab. 4. 59. And ſo\ wefind.it bf in ets 
Y rs. ; LUNMEIT WAS Ee ah Lonpyr that 
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Feſtival, though only of Eccleſiaſtical Inſtitution, with 
his own preſence ; Fob. 10, 22. In the like manner, we 
of this Parifh have cauſe to be tranſported with joy and 
o_ , andto ſpend this day in praiſing aad-adoring 
the moſt high God, for that our Church, which hath lain 
waſte for abevye five times Three years,is now at laſt re» 
built and fitted again for his Worſhip and Service.. For 
what the Altar and Temple were unto the Jews then,the 
ſame will our Church be unto us now. Did they there 
offer up their Sacrifices unto God as Types of the Death of 
Chriſt ? We ſhall here commemorate the ſaid Death of 
Chriſt, typified by thoſe Sacrifices. Did they come from 
all parts of Zudea to worſhip God there ? So ſhall we, 7 
hope, come from ai{ parts of this pariſk to worſhip God 
here. Was the Temple an Houſe of Prayer to ther ? So 
is this Church to us. Was that the place where God ac- 
cording to his promiſe came unto his People to bleſs them? 
I do not doubt but he willdo the ſame to us in this place, 
if we come unto it, ' and carry our ſelves in it as we 
ought todo. In ſhort, was the Temple the placewhere all 
things wereperformed that could any way conducetothe 
. Edifying of Gods People, as things then ſtood ? The ſame 
may be ſaid ofour Church,as things now ſtand. For what- 
ſoever is or can be neceſſary to the Edifying of our Souls 
here, and fo to their Fternal Salvation hereafter,is clear- 
ly and fully comprehended in thoſe ſevera} Offices , 
which according to the Laws of the Land, are now to 
be performed in this Place. Neither is there any thing 
contained in any of thery, but what doth really conduce 
to thole great Ends and Purpoſes. 
Byt this being a thing which is denied by fome, and 
11 ere by few amongſt us, I ſhall endeavour to 
#2in gnd-demonſtrate unto all. Which I chuſe to do. 
at this time, becauſe 'tis the moſt proper SubjetI could 
| think of for this ocafion. For unleſs what is to be now 
done in this place, will anſwer the ends wherefore it is 
| | | erected, 


\ 


of the Common 
erected, all the Coſts and Charges that have been laid 


_ out upon it, will be tonopurpoſe at all. But if it can 


be fully made out, That the Service which is here to be 
performed, doth highly conduce to the Advancement of 
Gods Glory and your Happineſs, the great Ends where- 
fore ſuch Places are erected, then you cannot but ac- 
knowledge that whatſoever any of you have contributed 
towards it, is the beſt Money that you ever ſpent; and 
that this day wherein the ſaid Service is begun to be per- 
formed in it, is one of the moſt joyful days that this 
Pariſh ever ſaw. | 

This therefore is that which I ſhall endeavour toprove 
at this time : And for that end I have choſen theſe 
words for the ground and foundation of all that I ſhall 
ſay upon this Subje, Ler allthings be done to Edifying. 
For the right underſtanding whereof, we muſt know,that 
the Apoſtle having in this Chapter diſcourſed at large 
concerning the way and manner of holding Chriſtian AF 
ſemblies,and having proved that whatſoever is there ſaid 
ought to be ſpoken in ſuch a Language,that all there pre- 
ſent may underſtand, and ſo be edified by it ; heart laſt 
ſums up the whole in this Propofition, How 3zs zt then 
Brethren? when ye come together, every one of. you hath 
a Pſalm, hath a Doftrine , hath a Tongue, hath a Re- 
velat 'on, hath an Interpretation. Let all things be done 
to Edifying: As if he ſhould have ſaid, Whatſoever gifts 
any of you have or pretend to, yet when you meet to- 
gether upon a Religious Account, for the publick Wor- 
thip of God, take ſpecial care that all things be there 
done, to the Edifying of all who are there preſent, From 
whence it is plain that the Apoſtle lays down this as a 


#eneral Rule, neceſſary to be obſerved in all Chriſtian. 


Congregations. So that whenſoever we meet together 
to Worſhip and ferve God, if any thing be there done 
which is not for our Edification, we come ſhort of this 


Rule; and fo we do too, ifany thing be there waning ... co 


RS OG 


that may conduce 'to that end. For according to” this 
Rule, as nothing is. to-be there done but what 1s for our 
Edifying, ſo alſo.on the other ſide, all things that are or 
can be tor our Edifying ought to be there done. | 

But for our beter underſtanding the true ſenſe and pur- 
port of this Rule, it is neceſflary to conſider what the Apo» 
{tle here means by ed fying? For which we muſt know, 


That all Chriſtians being, as the ſame Apolile faith, of 
the Houſhold of God, built upon the foundation of the A- 


poſftles and Prophets , Feſus Chriſt himſelf being the 
chief Corner Stone ; Eph. 2+ 19, 20. Hence whatſoever 
tends to the ſtrengthening, ſupporting,cementing,orral- 
ſing this Fabrick higher, whatſoever it is whereby men 
are made more firm and ſolid Chriſtians, more holy and 


perfe& men. then: they are before, by that they are ſaid - 


to be ed:fied. And therefore it is a great miſtake jor men 
to think as many do, that they are ed:fed by what they 
hear, meerly becauſe they know perhaps ſome little thing 
which before they were ignorant of. For Xnow/eage,as 
the Apoſtle ſaith, puffeth up ; it is Charity 1hat edifieth ; 
2 Cor. $. x. And therefore whatſoever knowledge we at- 
tain to, we cannot be ſaid:to be ea:fied by wr, any turther 


than as:it influenceth our minds; cxcites. our :love', and - 


inclines our. heart to God and goodneſs. And that this 
is the trae notion of ed:{ying, 15 plain from the Apoſtles 
.own.words, where he faith, Let no corrupt communi ca- 


ton come out of your mouths, but that which ts for 1heuſe 


of: edifying, that it may miniſter grace unto the hearers ; 
Eph. 4. 29. For from hence it-is manifeſt, that that,one- 
ly is. properly ſaid to edsfie, that miniſters grace unto us, 
wherebywe are made more pure and holy tnan we were 


before. And therefore we read of Ed:ify:ng our ſelues in 


Jouve, Eph. 4. 16. and building up onr ſelves in our moſh 
holy faith, Jude 20. which are the; true graces that make 


up a-real and true Chriſtian. And nothing can be faidta 
hat tends to the exciting and increaſing. of 


 edifie, burW 
= them : 
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them: Until we come (as the Apoſtle ſairh) i» the unity: 
"f the faith; and of the. knowledg of the Son of :God unto 
a perfett man, unto the meaſure of the Fature of the ful-: 
eſs of Chrift ; Eph 4 125 14.. Hence therefare, when ! 
the Apoſtle ſaith, Zer a1l 1hrugs be done to edifying; his: 
meaning in brief 1s this, that in all our Chriſtian Aifem-- 
- blies, When we meet together to worſhip and ſerve God,. 
All things-there:are-to. beſo done , that we may return 
home wiſer-and. better.than we-came thither , with our: 
knowledg of God and Chriſt increaſed,our deſires enlarg-. 
ed, our love inflamed, our faith confirmed, all our gra- 

ces quickened, and ſo our whole ſouls made more 'tum- 

ble, more holy, more like ta God, than:they were betore.: 


The words being thus briefly explained, ſhall now ap- 
ply them to our preſent purpoſe,and ſhew that that Forny | 
of Religious Worſhip, which is preſcribed by our Church, 
eſtabliſhed by the. Laws of the Land, and therefore to-be - 
uſed now in this-place, agrees exactly with this Rule or 
Canon: of the holy Apoſtle, even that a//:hirgs zn7t are, 
done to edifying. | | | 

* But before we prove thatthatEForm in particular which 
. | our Church hath preſcribed, agreeable to this Apoſto-» 
Heal-Rule, it is neceflary:to-prove firſt, That the preſcri- 
bing a-Form in generals 10: For unleſs the preſcribing.a 
Form in: general be according to this Rue, no Form in 
particular that is preſcribed can poſſibly agree with it. But 
now that this Rule admits; yea requires the preſcribing, 
of ſome'Form', is evident. from the Rule it ſeif. For the 
Apoſtle here commands the Church of-Cor:m;and to all 
Provincial Churches, to take care that intheir iezig.ous 
Aſſemblies a/l rhings be done to edifying. But tow is it 
poſſible for any Ptovincial-Churchitorſee that'this be dong: 
except ſh2 preſcribes ſome certain Form tor the doing cy 
it. If every Miniſter .of a Pariſh ſhould-be left to his own 
liberty, to'do what he pleaſed in his own Congregation, 

aſthough ſome perhaps might be fo wiſe and prudent as tov 
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obſerve this Rule, as well as they could, yet conſidering 
the Corruption of Humane Nature, wehave much cauſe 
to fear that others would not. At leaſt the Church could 
be no-way ſecured that all would ; and therefore muſt 
needs be obligedto conſider of and appointfome ſuchForm 
to be uſed in all her Congregations, by which ſhe may be 
fully aifured that this Apoſtolical Rule ts every where ob- 
ſerved, as it ought to be. And although we ſhould ſup- 
poſe what can never be expected , that all the Clergy in 
every Province ſhould be as wiſe and good as they ought 
to be, yet it cannot be ſuppoſed that every one of them 
ſhould underſtand what is for the Edification of the peo- 
ple as well as all together. And therefore it muſt needs 
be acknowledged that the ſureſt way to have this Rule ob- 
ſerved, is, for the Governours of every Church, and the 
whole Clergy,to meet together by their Repreſentatives, 
in a Synod or Convocation, and there upon mature De- 
liberation agree uponſormme ſuch Form, which they in their 
Prudence and Conſciences judge to be according to this 
Rule, which the Apoſtle here lays down before them. 

And beſides that the preſcribing a Form in general, is - 
more for our Ed:ſying , than to leave every one to do 
what ſeems good in his own Eyes, We have the concur- 
rent Teſtimony, Experience and Practice of the Uni- 
verſal Church. For we never read or heard of any 
Church in the World from the Apoſtles days to ours, 
but what took this courſe. Though all have not uſed the 
fame, yet no Church but hath uſed fome Form or other. 
And therefore for any man to fay, Thatit is not lawful , 
or not expedient,or not ſo edifying,to uſe a Form of Pray- - 
er in the publick Worſhip of God, is to contradict the 
general ſenſe of Chriſtianity , to condemn the Holy 
Catholick Church, and to make himſelf wiſer than all 
Chriſtians that ever were before him. Which, whatſoe- 
ver it may be thought now,was always heretofore recko- 
ned one of the greateſt fins and follies that a Man could 
be guilty of | Nay 


of Prayer in more Plain maexprofs rms than he hath 
done it, where he ſaith, When ye Pray, ſay, Our Father 
which art in heaven, &c. Lake 11.2. AndT hopenone 
here preſent but will acknowledge that Chriſt, by whom 
alone we can be edified , knows better what is, or what 
is not for our edification, than we or all the Men in the 
World can do. And therefore ſeeing he hath not only pre- 
ſcribed a Formof Prayer for his Diſciples to uſe, but hath 
expreſly commanded them toaaſe it ; we who profeſs our 
ſelves to be his Diſciples, ought to reſt fully ſatisfied in 
our minds, that -uſing of a Form of Prayer, is not on- 
ly lawful, but much more for our edifying, than it is pot- 
fible for any other way of praying to be. | 
The ſame may be proved alſofrom the nature of the 
thing it ſelf, by fach Arguments, which do not only de- 
rate that it is fo, but likewiſe ſhew how it comes 
to beſo. For, Eirft; In order to our being edificd, fo as 
tobe made better and holier, whenſoever we meet toge- 
ther upon-2 Religious account , it is necelilary that the 
ſame good and holy things be always inculcated and preſ- 
fed upon us after one and the fame manner. For we can- 
not but atl find by our own experience how difficult it is 
to faſten any thing that is truly govd-either upon our 
ſelves or others, and that it is rarely , if ever cffeded , 
without frequent repetitions of it. Whatſoever good 
things we hear only once, or now and then, though per- 
haps upon the hearing of them , they may ſwim: for a 
while in our Brains, yet they ſeldom-ſiak down into our 
hearts, fo as to move and ſway the affections, as it is ne- 
ceflary they ſhould do , in order to our being edified by 
them. Whereas by a Set Form of Pubhck Devotions 
rignr'y compoſed, as we are — pat in mind of 
all 0 


things neceſſary for us to know or do , ſo that is al- 
ways 


"- - Fo 


of the Common Prayer.” 7 


FE Nay more than all this too: For this is not only to 
make a Mans ſelfwiſer thanall Chriſtians, but wiſer than« 
Chriſt himſelf: For it. is impoſlible to preſcribe any Form 

c 
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ways done by the ſame words ant expreſſions, which by 
*their conſtant uſe will imprint the things themſelves ſo 
firmly inour minds, thatit-will be-no eafie matter to ob- 
Iiterate or race them out, but do'what we can, they will 
ſtill occur-upon z! oceaſions ; which cannot but be very 
much for our Chriſttan Edifieation. ee OTE 
Moreover , That which conduceth to'the quickening 
our ſouls, and to the raiſing up.of our affeions in our 
Publick Devotions ,**muſtneeds be acknwledged to con- 
duce much to our Edification. But'i is plain , that as to 
{uch purpoſes aſet Form of Prayer isan'extraordinaryhelp 
to us ; forif Lhear another pray , and know not before- 
hand what he will ſay, I muſt firſt liſten to what he will 
fay next, then [am to conſider whether what. he faith be 
agreceble'to Sound Doctrine, - and'whether it. be-praper 
and lawful for me to joyn' with him in the Petitions he 
puts'up to God Almighty ; and ifI thinkit is ſo, then I 
am to do it. But before I can well do that, he is got to 
another thing : By which means it is very difficult, it not 
morally impoſfible,to joyn'with him in every thing,fore- 
gularly as1 ought to'do. Bur by aſet Form of Prayer all 
this trouble is prevented-; for having-the Form contimu- 
ally in my mind , being thorowly. acquainted with it , 
Fully aproving of every thing in.it, 1 havenothing elſeto 
do whuiſt the words” are founding in mine ears, -but_ta. 
move my heart-andaffe@ions ſuirably to. them, :;to raiſe 


up my deſires 'of thoſe good things which are prayed-for;: 


to fix my mind wholly upon God , whilſt Iam-praifing; 
of him, and-ſo to employ, quicken, and lift up'my whole 
ſoul in performing my-Devotions to him.. No man that 
hath been acuſtomed to a-Ser'Form for-any conſiderable 
time , but may eaſily find this. tobe true by his own ex-' 
perience: And by conſequence, that this way of Praying 
1s a greater help to us, than they can imagine that never 
made tryal of.it. #35 Fm 
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'To this may be alſo Added, That if we hear anather 
| Praying a Prayer of his own private Compofition cr vo- 
Juntary Effuſion, our Minds are wholly bound up and 
confined to his words and exprefſlions, and to his Requeſts 
and Petitions, be they what they will: So that art the 
beſt we can but pray his Prayer. Whereas when we Pray 
by a Form preſcribed by the Church, we pray the Pray- 
ers of the whole Church we live in, which are cemmon 
to the Miniſter and Peopte, to our Seives, and to all the 
Men:;bers of the ſame © hurch: So that we have all the 
Devout and Pious Souls that are in it, concurring and 
joyning with us in them: Which cannot ſurely bur be 
more effeual for the Edifying not only of our ſelves in 
particular, but of the Church in gene1al, then any pri- 
vate Prayer can be. ; 
. Laſtly, in orderto ourbeing Edified by our Publick Des 
yotions, as it is veceſſary that we know before-hand what 
we are to pray for, ſoit is neceſſary that we afterwards 
know what we have prayed for, when we have done 
For I ſuppoſe you will all grant, that all the good and be- 
nefit we can receive from our Prayers, is to be ultimately 
reſolved into Gods gracious Hearing and Anſwering of 
them: Without which they willall come to nothing, Bur 
there are twothings required to the obtaining an Anſwer 
of our Prayers: Firlt, That we {incerely and earneſtly 
deſire ſych good things at the Hands of God, to which, 
as I have ſhewo, a 'Set-Form of Prayer conduceth very 
much: And then Secondly, It is required alſo that we 
truſt and depend upon God for his granting of them, ac- 
cording to the Promiſes which he hath made unto us in 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. And [ verily believe that one 
great Reaſon why Men pray fo often to no purpoſe, is, 
becauſe they do not take this.courſe2z But when they 
have done their Prayers, they have done withthem, 4nd 
concern themſelves no more about them, theo as if they 
bad gever prayed at all, But how can we expect Lo 
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to The Excellony'and Uſefulneſs 
Gad' frould Anſwer' our Prayers,. when werourſctvesdo 
not mind whether he Anſwer: them. or 'no 2? 'Nor believe 
and truſt upon him for it > For certainty traſting on Gud; 
as it is one of the higheſt As of Religion that wei ea 
perform, ſo it is that which gives Life aad Vigour, Vers 
tue and Efficacy to onr Prayers, without' which':'we havg 
no ground at all toexpett they ſhould -be- Anſwered, For 
God having Promiſed-to Anſwer our Prayers, except we 
truſt on him for his Performance of ſuch Promiſes, we loſs 
the benefit of them, and by conſequence our Prayers taod 
And therefore as ever we defirethat he ſhould grant tis whats 
wepray for, when we have dire@ed our Prayers to him, we 
muſt (1H lpoknp, Pal, 5. 3 expedting and hoping; for the 
xeturn-of them. Oh. | 

Now as this is athing of greater Conſequenese, -ſo a Set« 
Form of Prayer is a greater helpto us init; - then it is coin 
monly thoonghr to be. For if we. hear another utter 4 
Prayer ex tempore, which: he never ſaid, nor we heard 
before, norever ſhall do itagain, ic is muetif he himſelf 
can remember'the tenth part of what he ſaids How -muctt 
Jeſs can we that heard him dotit> And if we cannot pof- 
fibly remember what we prayed for, how is it 'poſtiblefor 
us to expect it at the Hands of God > - Or! todependtupor 
him for it? But-now it is quite otherwiſe when we ufe 2 
Set-Form of Prayer, For'by this: nieans. 'when | we have 
prayed, wecanrecolletour felves, lbok' over our Prayers 
again, cither ina Book; -orin'our Minds, wherethepare Inz- 
printed's Wecan conſidet diſtiaQtly what we have agked: 
at the Hands of Gad, and fo aftourfaith and confidence'on 
hin, for the granting every Petition we have'put 'up untoy 
Hh'm, accordiog to: the Promifes which he hath made us! td. 
chat parpoſe. And as this is the fureft'way whereby'to ob« 
Sn what we pray for, -it muſt needs be the moſt* Edifying 
Way of praying that'we can poſlibly uſe; 2 F 
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--* Theſethings being 'duely: weighed.1 ſhall now take it for 
: granted, Thattbe-ufing a Form in - general in the: Publigk 
Worſhip of God. +s Agreeable: to-this Apoſtolical Rule, 
: Let all things be done te Fdrfyingy ' Ando ſhall proceed 
to: fhew that that form in particuſar which our Church 
:hath appointed: to be uſed upon ſuch Occaftons; is fo 
too, For which end it is- not neceflary that I-ſhould 
gun through -every particular word, phraſe, or exprefiion 
in the Common Prayer, much leſs that. I ſhould vindicate 
and.defend it from every little exception, that Ignorance 
or Malice may make again{t ſomething in it. - For nothing 
ever 'yet was or. can be (aid or- written, . but ſomething 
or other may beſaid ar written againſt it, either well or all. 
But wy buſineſs muſt be to-prove, That the Form of Die 
vine Service, contained inthe Baok of Common Prayer, 
which is now uſed inthe: Church of Zxgland, conduceth 
ſo muchto the Edifjing thoſe that uſe-it, that it agrees ex- 
a@lytothe Rule which the Apoſtle here preſcribes; in that- 
caſe. And this 'I ſhall demonſtrate from four -Heads- 
1. From the Language. ' 2. From the Matter or Subſtante- of 
it, 3. From the Method. And -4. Fromithe Manatr of -Per=: 
forming it; For if it be Eifyingin all cheleReſpeRts,it nut: 
needy be:acknowledged to be ſoin the whole. Thete being 
rothing in it but what may be reduced to! ſame of theſs 
Heads. | NE 


- Firſt, +therefore| as to the Targruage, - you all know 
that: the whole Service is Performed: 1a-Engliſh, 'the Vul= 
gar and: Common: Language of the Nation, which every 
. oneunderſtands, and ſo may be Edified by it- And: this 
indeed is the Ground and Foundation of all the benefit that 
we can poſlibly receive. from our Publick Prayers. And 
therefore inthe Church -of Kome, the Common People - 
are made uncapable of being Ediffed- by the Prayers of 
the Church, in that they are all made in.Latine, a Lan- 
guagewhich they do not ye . So that when they; -- 
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12 The Excellency and Vſefuneſs 
© meet to worſhip God , there are ſeldomany in the Congre- 
" gation that knows what is ſaid there, except the Prieſt that 
reads it 3 and oftentimes n2t he neither. By which means 
they haye no ſuch thing really amongſt them as Common 
Prazer, Neitheris it poſſible for the Common People 
'to beever edified by what is there ſaid or done, except 
they could be once convinced by it of the horrible abuſe 
which their Church puts upon them, in commanding all 
her Pablick Devotions to be performed- in an unknown 
Tongue, direftly contrary not only to the Rule in my 
Text, but to the Deſign of this whole Chapter. | 
But blefled be God for it, it is not fo with us, For ours 
Istruly Common Prayer , for it is written and read in that 
'Laoguage which is common to all the Congregations in 
rhe Kingdom, and toevery perſon in each Congregation, 
So that all the People of the Land, whatſoever rank or 
condition they are of, may joyn together in the uſe of 
every thing that is init, and ſo be joyntly Edified by it : 
Eſpecially confidering that it is not only all in Engliſh, but 
in common and plain Enplifh, ſuch. as we uſe 1n our com- 
mon diſcourſe with one another. There are no unuſual 
or abſolete words, no hard or uncouth Phraſes 1a it, but 
every thing is expreſſed as clearly and plainly as words 
can do it : ſothat the meanelt perſoninthe Congregation, 
that underſtands but his Mothers Tongue, may be t:dified 
by it, as well as the greateſt Scholar, 
© But rhat' whick ts chiefly to be: conſtdered inthe Lan- 
guage of the Common Prayer, 18, that it is not only come 
20n but proper too. Though the words there: uſed be 
all but common words, yet they are ſo uſed that they 
properly expreſs the things that are defigned by them. 
This I confeſs may ſeem to be no great matter. at firſt fighe, 
yet it-is that without which we might be ſubverted by 
that which was intended for our. Edification, For Impro- 
priety of Speech in matters of Religion, hath given oc- 
ation to all or myſt of the Schilms, Errors and nj 
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that ever. infeſted; this or any: other Church, z as. mighe 
eaſily be demonſtrated. Hence the Apoſtle. gave Timothy 
A Form of ſound words, and charged him to hold it 
faſt, Hold faſt, ſaith he, the Form of ſound words which 
thos haſt heard of, me, 2 Tim. 1.13, As knowing that 
except the words whereby he uſually expreſſed Divine 
Truths, were ſound and proper, it would be impoſlible 
for his Norions and Opinions of the things themſelvesto 
beſo, And certainly if ever there was 4 Form of Sound 
Words, compoled by mea fiace the Apoſtles times, our 
Common Prayer may jultly deſerve that Title. It being 
all made up of ſuch fit and proper, ſuch ſound and whole- 
ſome words, that if we do but hald falt to them, there is 
no fear of our falling either into Hereſy or Schiſme. For | 
they, being duly conſidered , will ſuggeſt to our minds 
right and true Appreheaſions of all the Articles of our 
Chriſtian Religion 3 and ſo nat only make us ſound, but 
build us up {trong and firm in our moſt holy. Faith, So that 
conſidering the plainneſs aad p2rſpicuity , the ſoundneſs 
and propriety. of Speech which is uſed in it , the leaſt 
. that can be ſaid of the Common Prayer., is that all things 
in it are ſa. worded, as is moſt for the edifying of all thoſe 
that uſe it. TFInns 1, | 


And as the words in the Common. Prager are. all as edis 
fying as words can be, fo, in the Second place , Is the 
Matter exprelſed by thoſe words: For there is nothing in 
it, but whatis neceſſary. for our Edification, and all things 
that are or can be for aur Edification are plainly in it. 
Firſt, I ſay there is nothing in onr Liturgy bur what is. 
neceſſary for our Edification. . There are no ſuch Fables 
in it, or exdleſs Genealogies,, which , as the Apoſtle 
Gith., __ queſtions, rather thaw Godly Edifying, 
which is in faith; '1 Tim. 1. 4. Faere are none of thoſe . 
vain. Diſputations and impertinent Controverſies, whick 
have of late heea raiſed in the Church, to its great di= 
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may be fome way or other edified by. 


a. 2 
De 0 


fturbance, rather then its'edification.' There are no'New 
Opinions, ' nor Airy Speculations in it, which ferve only 
to tickle Mens ears and pleaſe their fancies, and fo divert 
their thoughts from what: they are about. Look it all 
over without prejudice and partiality ,” conſider ſeriouſly 
every thing that is in it, and-you will find nothing aſſerted 
but whatis conſonant toGods Word, nothing prayed tar 
hut according to his Promiſe, nothing required 8s a duty, 


" bat what-is agreeableto his Commands; nothing ſaid - or 


done, bytwhatis grave and ſober, ſolemn andſubſtamial 3 
nothing but what becomes the Worſhip of our Great and 
Almighty Creator, And therefore nothing but what we 


And as there is nothing in it, but what 1s Edifying, fo all 


things that are or can be Edifying are init. For nothing can 


be neceſſary to Edifie 3nd make us folid and perfe&t Chriftiz 
ans cle, but what is neceffary either to be'be/ieved or done,or 
obtainedby-us. But there is nothing neceflary to be &rows or 


#elieved, but we aretaught it; nothing neceſſary tobe done, 


but we are enjoyned it 3 nothing neceſſary to be obtained, 
but we pray For' it in ur Publick Form of- Divine 
For firſt, As tothoſe things which are neceffary to be 


known or believed, it is acknowledged by all Proteſtants 


that they are fullycontained in-the Holy Scriptures, which 
make a great, if not the greateſt part of our Divine. Ser« 


vice.3 andre conſtantly read'over, thePſalms onee eve- 
Ty Month, 'the Old Teſtament once, and the New thrice 


every Year. And all the Fundamental Artictes of our:Chris 


tian Faith, revealedinthe Holy Scriptures, being; briefly 


ſimmed*.np in the' Apoſttes Creed, that: we may [be ſure 


to keep ithem always in - our Minges, | we” have that 
Creed meatane repeated, always -once, and: molt -cott« 
monly twice every day tn theye 

.head of our Bleſſed Saviqur, t 
Religion, .hath bceo, and ſtill 


o 


y in theyear.” Arid ſeeing the Gods 
Le Founddnicin of our 'whole 
is -denicd-by: 'fome, Joſk 


Mg 


— 


 weſhould be led away with the Exrorafithe Wicked, every 
Kundby andHolyday ws reade the NiceveCrecdhercinth 
God-head.bothof. the Son and Holy:Ghoſt. is afſerted and 
explained, And.that we may. notentertain any Erroneous 
Opinions concerningthe moſt Holy. Trinity, or.the Incar- 
nation! 'of ;the Son of God, but keepthe true Catholick 
Baith-whole and'undefiled, upon certain days every: year 
we read that which is commonly called the Creedof $t, 4tha- 
xaſius, wherein thoſe great Myſteries are unfolded in the 
moſt proper and perſpicuous* terms. that they . are ca= - 
pable-of- ; | 7 FOES 1 Lak 

: And as all thingsneceſlary to. be believed are ſummarily 
contained in the Three Creeds, ſo they are frequently explain= 
edin the other parts,of our Liturgy: In ſo much that it 
would be caſte to frame a compleat Body.of Divinity ont of 
the words thereuſed: At leaſt: of. all ſuch things. as are 
needful for ady -Man-in the World: to; believe. or know, in 
order to his Eternal Salvation. _ L- W_—, 
; The ſame may beſaid alſo of all thoſe: things, which 
we ovghtto:do. For: as we here do whatſoever is neceſ- 
ſaryto be done tm order to our Worſhipping of. God in this 
place, ſo:we arc here taught whatſoever. js necellary_ tobe 
learnt in-order-toour ſerving: Gad in all other places... Sa 
that -no-Man that frequents our .publick Congregations, 
where the: Common Prayer 1s uſed, can ever, plead Igno- 
parice of any. one duty whatſoever :: For 'if it be not his- 
own fault,' he may there 'be: jnſtructed in. every, thing: 
which-he>thae made him'requires: of him; © For! here; as: 
Eoblerved before, we'conſtantly reade;the-Holy Scripture. 
which, as the Apoſtle faith, 7s Profitable for- Dv@rine, 
for' Reproof, for - Corre@iow,, - for Inſtxuiion | in., Rigbtes 
evfreſs,' that the: Myr of; Gol may. be. perfe®,. throughly 
inſlrided: unto (al :gaod! Vorky,, . I) Tio 3+ 16, 17. ,Avd 
ſeeing ithath pledfed-the moſt High: Gad-tq Compriſe; his 
wliole Will, and by conſequenee our doty,- in the Ten Cone 
amacrts,, hence we reate them. cogſtantly eyery "yo: 
Wet | 1.177 190 00 
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day and Holy-day throughout the whole year. By which: 
means every one that doth not wilfully ſhut his Eyes 
may clearly ſee and fully underſtand his whole duty both 
to God and Man, Eſpecially conſidering that in the Pray- 
ers themfelves alſo there is frequent mention made of 


all thoſe Vices which ought to be avoided, and of all thoſe 


Good Works which ought tobe performed by us, So thae 
we can never come to Church, but weare till put in 
mind, both of what we ought, and what we pught not to 
do, that we may be ſaved, | *b | 
And thea as there is nothing. neceſſary to be kvows or 
done, butwe are taught it 3 ſoneitheris'there any thing 
neceflary to be obtained to make us either holy or happy, 
but we pray for it in the Common Prayer. For here we 
havethe Lords Prayer, a Prayer compoled by Wiſdom it 
felf z and therefore it muſt needs be the nol perfect and 
divine Prayer that was ever made, Neither do we uſe it 
only. once, but in every diſtin Service of the Church, in 
our Prayers before we reade the Holy Scriptures: And in 
our Prayers after: Towards the end of the Litany, andin 
the beginoing of the Communion Service, and in every 
Office of the Church befides. And the reaſon is, becauſe 
although cur Saviour harh not forbidden us-to ufe any 0» 
ther Prayers, yet he hath exprefly commanded us to ſay 
this, whenſoever we pray. And therefore in obedience 
to his Command , our Church hath wiſely ordered, That 
inalland every Solemn Addreſs that we make tothe moſt 
high God; we always ſay this Prayer , leaſt otherwiſe 
by our tranſgreſtion' of his Command, in omitting this, we 
makeal!l our other Prayers-to-be ineffetual. And beſides, 
by the- conſtant uſe of this amongſt our other Prayers, we; 
are alwaysſure touſe one Prayer ,'both abſolutely per. 
fe -in its (elf; and molt acceptableunto him, to whom 
wepray, it being a Prayer of his own Compoſure : So. 
that wefpezk unto God in his own words, and ſo may be 
confident that we ask nothing of him, -but.exaCtly. _— 
fo tis own Wl, | | Ang. 
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:- Afid though all things neceſſary for us, be vertually 
contained in the Lords Prayer , yet our Church in Con. 
 formity to the Catholick and Apoſiolical , hath thoughe 
godd to add ſome other Prayers in which the ſame things 
are more particularly expreſſed and defired at the Hands 
of ourgreat and moſt Bountiful Benefaftor. All which 
are ſocontrived, that there-is nothing evil or burtful for 
us, but we pray againſt it 3 nothing good or uſeful, bue 
we pray forit, There is no Vice or Luft, but we deſire 
it may be ſubdued under us3 no Grace. or Vercue, but 
we pray it may. be planted and grow in us, In ſo much 
that if we do but conſtantly and fincerely pray over all 
thoſe Prayers, and ftedfaſtly believe and truſt in God for 
his Anſwering of them, and fo obtain what we there pray 
for, we cannot but be as real and true Saints, as happy 
and bleſſed Creatures, as it is poſlible for us to be in this 
World. Neither do we here pray for our ſelyes only, bue 
according to the Apoſtles Advice, we make Snpplicati- 
ens, Prayers, Interceſſtons, and giving of Thanks for all 
Men, yea, for our very Enemies, as our Saviour hath 
commanded -us, Mat. 5- 44 And what can be deſired 
more than all this, to make the Matter of the Common 
Prager Edifyiog either -to our ſelves or others? Nothing 
certainly but truth and ſincerity of Heart in the uſing 
of it, = 
. 1 cannot paſs from this Head, before T1 haye obſerved 
one thing moreunto you, conceraing the Prayers in gee 
neral, and that is, That they are aot .carried on in one Con» 
tinued Diſcourſe, but divided into many ſhort Prayers 
or Colleds, ſuch as that is which our .Lord himſelf Com- 
poſed; and chat might be one Reaſon, wherefore our 
- Churchſo ordered it, that ſo ſhe might follow our Lords 
Example-1n .it, who beſt 'knew what kind of Prayers were 
fitteſt far.us to uſe. And indeed we cannot but all find 
by our own experience, how difficult it is: to keep our, 
Minds long iatent 'upon goy thing, much . moxe upon 
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fo greatthings as the obje&tand: ſubjeitsof' our Prayers Ares. 
but do what we can weare ftill liable: to diſtractions +: Sp. 
that.there is a kind of neceſſity to break off ſomerimes, to 
give our ſelves a breathing time, that our thoughts being. 
looſaed for. a while, they may with more cafe, andlefs:dan- 
ger of. diſtraction, betyed up again, - as itis neceſſary they 
ſhould be ail the while that we are aQually/Praying. to. the. 
Supream Being of the'World, 

Beſides that, in. order tothe Performing-our Devotions. 
arightto the moſt High God ;, it.is neceſſary that our Souls. 
be poſſeſied-all along.with due apprehenfions. of his greats 
neſs and glory: To whichpurpoſe our. ſhort Prayers con- 
tribute very much: for. every one of them beginning wittt, 
ſome of the Properties. or PerfeCtions. of God, and ſo ſug» 
geſting.to our Minds right apprebenſions of. him: at firſt, it 
zs eaſie to preſerve themin our Minds. during the ſpace of 
a'ſhort Prayer, which.ia along one would-be apt to ſcatter: 
and vaniſh. away. þ 

But.that which I:look upon as one of-'the principal Rea-. 
fons, why our publick Devotions are and ſhould be dia 
vided into ſhort Colleds, is this, Our Bleſſed Saviour, we 
know, hath often told us, That whatſoever we asKk- in his 
Name, we ſhall-receive :. And ſo hathdireQted usinall oup, 
Prayers to make uſe of his Name, and to: ask. nothing but 
upon theaccount of his Meritand Mediation for.us ; upon 
which-all our. hopes and expeQations from God do wholly 
and ſolely. depend. ' Hence therefore (as italways was, fo Y 
cannot, bur be judged: neceflary., that. the Name of. 
@briſt.be frequently inſerted in our Prayers, that ſo we may 
lift up oor-heaxts unto him, and Act. our Faith upon him for 
Qu; obtainiong,the good things. we. pray. for, And'fo we. 
fee it.is. it} the Commoy Prayer, for. whatſoeverit is we. AsK. 
of God, we- preſently, add, Through Teſus Chriſt our- 
Lord, or. ſomething to, that. purpoſe, ' And 'fo Ark no- 
thing. but accerding- to.our Lords:DireCion, even 1n his. 


Name, And this is the reaſon that makes -our Prayers fo. 


\ 
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Fort! for take away the. Concluſion of every.Colle&. or, 
Prayer, in the Name of Chriſt, and you may joyn them. all 
together, and make them but as one-continued Prayer, But: 
this would be to offer manifeſt violence to the Prayers, by. 
taking. away that which gives them all their force and 
energy, andſo-making them. ineffectual to the purpoſes 
for which they are uted. For certainly the Asting all. 
things in the Name of Chriſt, as we do inSthe Commozre 
Prayer, isthe only way whereby to obtain what we defire,, 
and by conſequence the molt zdif;ing Hay of Praying in 

the World. | | 


The nextthing to be -confidered in the Common Prayer, : 
is the Method, which is admirable, and as Edif5ing, if. 
polſlible, as the Matter it ſelf, This none can deny that 
doth bur fully underſtand, and ſeriouſly corfider of it. 
Which therefore that you may all do, T ſhal! bricfly run. 
through the whole, and give you what light I-can mto. 
it, that you may clearly ſee not only the Reaſonableneſs 
but the Excellency of it all along. For which purpoſe T, 
ſhall inſtance only in ſuch things which offer themſelves art . 
firſt ſight, to any one that doth bur caſt his Eye up- 
on It. | 

Let us therefore ſuppoſe a Congregation of ſober and. 
devout Chriſtians, ſuch as we all ſhould be, met toge=- - 
ther to- perform their Publick Devotions to Almighty. - 
God 3. every one of which. hath lift 'up his heart privately 
unto him ajready, imploring his Aid and Aftiftance in the 
Performance of ſogreata Work, and ſo are all now ready 
to ſet about it, The firlt thing -we do, is to read ſome 
Sentences of Holy Scripture, that ſo we may begin our 
Devotions unto God in his own words, And they are all 
ſuch Sextences as put us in mind of our fins againſt him, 
and of his Promiſe to pardon them if we do repent : That 
ſo we may preſent and carry our ſelyes with that Reve» 
rence: and Godly Fgar before him, as becometh thoſe 
. | D 2 . whe 
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who are ſenſible of their own vileneſs and unworthineſs 
to approach fo great a Majeſty , And likewiſe with rhat- 
Faith and hamble Confidence, which becometh thoſe 
who believe that he upon our Repentance will pardon our: 
fias, and accept both our Perſons and Performances ,' 
according to the Promiſes which he hath made unto- 
us, | p 
Then fotlo#®: a grave Exhortation, concerning the End of 
our preſent Aſſembling which is of great uſe, and ought ne= 
ver to be omitted. For. Men generally are apt tv raſh inco- 
the Preſence of God, without ever conſidering what they 
go about, Whereas this Exhbortation puts us upon con= 
ſidering the greatneſs of the Work which we are now en- 
gaged in, and fo. upon compoſing our thoughts and pre= 
paring our ſe|ves for the due. performance of it. 

- Our Minds being. thus brought into a right frame and / 
temper for it, we a}, both Miniſter and Peopte, proſtrate.” 
our ſelves before the moſt High God, confeſſiyg upon our 
Knees the manifold fins and wickedneſs that we have- 
committed againſt him. Which EConfe(/zo is fo- contrived, 
thatall and every Perfonin any Congregation whatſoever 
may joyn in it. For it- runs in general terms. 0G And. yet 
fo roo, that every particular Perſon may and ought in. 
his own Mind: to confeſs. and acknowledge his own fins , 
which he knows himſelf to be guilty of. As where we 
fay, We have left undone thoſe things which we ought to ' 
bave done , and we have done thoſe things which: we 
exzht wot to have done. At the ſaying- of this, every one. . 
ſhould caH his own fins to remembrance, what Duties he 
knows himſelf to have omitted, and-what Vices he knows. 
himſelf to have committed, and confeſs them according] y: 
unto God, and when we have thus confeſſed our. finsto. 
God,we preſently implore his Mercy inthe pardon of them, 
and his Grace, that for. the future we may forſake- 
them, | 

Aad wiiſt we are thus upon qur Kaees, _y =__ 
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feſfing and: bewailing our-ſins- before the Lord 'our God, ; 
the Miniſter ſtands up, and-in the. Name of.God,. de-., 
cltares 8nd  pronounceth to all thoſe who. traly repent, 
and- unfeignedly believe his Goſpel, -The: Abſolution and. 
Remiſſion of all their ſins. - Which- though '{poken allo , 
in general terms, yet every particular perſon there pre- 
ſent, ought to apply it to himſelf, ſo.as to be fully per- 
 ſwaded in his qQwn mind, that if he doth. but fincerely 
repent and believe the Gofpel, he is perfeQly abfolved 
from all bis fins by God himſelf, -according to the Pro- 
miles which be bath made ta Mankind in Jeſus Chriſt ous 
Lord, 

And now looking upon our ſelves as abſolved from our 
fins, upon our Repentance and Faith in Chriſt, and by 
conſequence as reconciled to God, we take the boldneſs. 
to call him Father, humbly. addreſfing our ſelves to: him 
in that Divine Form.of Prayer which he himſelf hath gi- 
ven us. Which done,s. we lift up our hearts and voices: ' 
unto God, for his Aſſiſtance of -us in what we do, .in the 
words of: David, the Miniſters crying out, O Lord opere. 
thou our Lips, and the People anſwering, . And: our Month: 
ſhall fbew forth thy. Praiſe: The: Miniſter again, 0.God: - 
make ſpeed to- ſave ws, the People,.. 0 Lord make. haſte, to: . 
help a. And then immediately we all lift up. our Bodies. 
too, ſtand upon. our. Feet, and ſo- put our (elves into a. 
poſture. of Praifing. and! Magnifying the Eternal.. Gad,; : 
Father, Son, and. Holy Ghoſt, . for his-infinite Goodneſs. 
and. Mercy towards us:, for. which. purpoſe : the Miniſter: 
fieſt - ſairh or .fings the. Glaria. Patri,, Glory. be to the 
Father, and to the Son, and. ta. the Holy, Ghoſt, and the: 
People to ſhew their. Conſent, anſwer, As it was. in the: 
Begir-uing., is now , and ever. ſhall. be, world without 
end. Amen, But not thinking this to. be enough, the: 
Miniſter calls upon the People again,. ſaying, Praiſe ye 
the, Lord, and the People anſwer, The Lords Name be: 
Preiſed,, and. then we. go on to Prajſe him together, lay=- .. 
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ing 67 fiiging the 93. Plalme; Penire | exnltvans  Domintd;” 
-O" come let ws ſing unto the' Lord, let us heartily rejoyee : 
in the ſtrength of our Sabvation," ce. and'(o procced-to- the 
Pfalms'appointed for the day, Aﬀter every one of -which,. 
a0 teſtifi- our belief inthe moſt -Sxcred Frinity, -and our 
acknowledgment ofthat inflaite-Love and Goodneſs, which 
every one'of thoſe: Divine Perſoris' hath manifeſted to us, 
we repeat that ,incomparable' Hymn , :Glory : be to: the © * 
Father, &C. 

"Our Hearts being thasRaiſed up to'God in Praifing- and 
Admiring of him, - we are now in a fit temper and difpoſi- 
-tion to hear what he ſhall ſpeak unto us. And therefore 
have a Chapterread -out of the 0/4 Teftament; and that 
in its ordinary courſe, except upon Sundays and Holydays, 
when more People attending the Publick Worſhip of God + 
than - can conveniently-come upon other days, we read 
ſome Sele&:Chapter proper for the day, and ſuch as is' 
judged moſt edifying to all-thataretifere preſent, .And' ha» 
;ving thus heard God ſpeaking -unto-us in his holy Word, we 
preſently tall'ypon praiſing 'of him again, for ſo unſpeak-- 
able a mercy, :laying, or  finging, in the Morning, the: 
Te Den, one-of the' moſt Heavenly and Seraphick Hymns: 
that was ever:Compoſed by Men; *Or eMe the Song of the+ 
Three Children, .which 1s nothing but a 'Paraphraſe upon + 
that which David ſang ſo often vpon- Earth, and which the: 
Holy Angels ſing continually in Heavey, - even -Hallelujah,: 
Praiſe ye the Lord. ''Wherein-we' being all ſenſible how: far / 
ſhort we ou>ſtlves' come of Praiſing God fufficiently, we: 
call upon all-the:Creatures in the World 'to-doit, Bleſs ye 
the Lord. praiſe him and —_—_ bim for ever, Tathe Aﬀter- 
noon, we fjng either the Magnificat, or elſe the 98. Pſalm, 
bothwhich being taken out of Gods own Word, cannet bur 

be very plegfing and acceptable unto him. - | "3h 

After this our -Souls being got upon the Wing again, 
and foaring aloft in the Contemplation of the Divine Per- 
{c(tions; me are now rightly qualifted to ha ay” | 
o__ | | the - 
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the Sublime MyKeries. of the. Gaſpel.. And. therefore. have: 
2 Chapter read- to. ys: out-of the 'New- Teftewent.._. Aﬀter 
which we ' being revived - with the, good” Tydings of 
the Gofpe!,: and: filled with.. admiration- at the: inflaite- 
Goodneſs. of God therein revealed to-us, we, break forth: 
again in; Praifing-and Adoring. of him, - in. the. Song! of. 
Zacharias, or elſe the 100 Pſalm in the Moraing, and 
at Evening, either the 67 Pſalm, or elſe the Song. 
of Old -;Sireorn , (till Concluding. with the Gloria: 
Patr:. | | | 

Now having: thus heard ſome part of the-Word'of God: 
read to ns and expreſſed our thankfulnefſs unto him for it, 
to fignifie our Afſſent, not only to what- we have heard, 
but to the whole Scripture, we all with one Heart and Voice- 
Repeat:the Apsſiles Creed, wherein the Sum and Subſtance- 
of it-is contained, And fo- profeſs cur (elves to con-' 
tinue it che Number of Chriſts Diſciples, and: that as 
we were'.at firſt Baptized, ſo we ſtill: believe in the. 
Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, God Bleſſed: 
for evermore. I 

Hitherto we have been moſtly taken up-with- Confeſling. 
our fins to God, implaring ;his. Mercy in the Pardon of 
them, . hearing his moſt: Holy Word, acknowledging his. 
Goodneſs to us, and praifiagandimagatfying bis: Natme' for 
ir. By which .means, except. we have, been extreamly- 
wanting to-our:ſelves, our . Hearts. cannot but be fo us-- 
nited and fixed: upon'God; that: we are now- rightly, diſ-- 
poſed-to make known ons Wants: and: prefent- our Peti+- 
rions before: him; This therefore is the nent thing- we ſet 
mBpon. But ſeecing-that. neither- Miniſter- nor. People can- 
poſſibly doit aright withoutthe Aſſiſtance of-Gad -.him(elf, 
therefore each of them. firſt-pray. for his ſpecial Preſence - 
with the-other- Fhe. one ſaying, The Lord. be with you, 
the-other, A4»d. with thy;Spirite And-then- immediately. 
falling-down upon- our Knees, we adore- and” ſupplicate _ 
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aiponus. 
joyn together inAſupplicating his Divige Majeſty for his 
Grace and Favour, his Defence and Protedqion, his Mercy 
and Bleſſing for'our ſelves, forthe King, for:the Royal Fa- 
. -mily, for his Church, and for all Mankind. And this we 
* do ordinarily in the Cotle&s appointed for that pur 
Poſe. Bur upen Wedneſdays and Fridays, (upon which 
days the Primitive Church.ufed to perform more than their 
ordinzry Devotions) as alſs ypon. the Lords day in. the 
Morning, we do tt-in the Zztazy, and in ſuch a Litany as 
.comprehends all and every. thing that we can ever 
. need to defire of Alpghty God, either for our ſelves or 
Others, 6 
'. After this upon Sundays and Holydays we proceed to 
the Communion Service: And therefore approaching ta 
the Lords Table, we "begin it -with this own Prayer. 
And after anorher ſhort Prayer 4a God to cleanſe the 
thoughts of our Heart by the Inſpiration af his Haly Spirit, 
we read the Ten Commandments, which he hath enjoyned 
ns to'obſerve; and after every Commandment - we ask 
God Mercy for our Tranſgreſfions thereof for the time 
paſt, and grace to keep the ſame for-the time-to come z 
ſaying, Lord have mercy upon #4, and incline our Hearts ts 
keep this Law, And 'then after a Prayer for the King, 
and the Colle& for the day , we:iread the Epiſile and 
Goſpel, that is; moſt commonly a ſhort Paragraph taken 
out of the Canonical Epiſtles, and another out of one of 
the Holy Gofpels, which was the Ancient Way of Read- 
gary, bein 2 WernbteL Ie org 
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And wedo it. now toprepare us the. better. for the. Cam. 
faunion'of head and Blood of Chriſt-, therein reveal- 
ed-to us,”. But ſeeing we neither do. nar _can_read over 
the whole , we repeat the ſubſtance of it.in the Nitewe 
Creed, which it is very neceſſary we ſhould do at this 
time, that ſo we may demonſtrate our ſelves to be Chri- 
ſtians, and ſo capable of receiving the moſt holy, Com- 
Mug1Ion. ... -. ons ed LEE EFr 
'Hethat all this while hath' employed” himſelf as he 
ought to do in the ſervice of our Church, cannot but 
find himſelf ſtrangely edified by it. Yet howſoever, that 
nothing may be wanting that may any way conduce to- 
qur , edification, after the Nzicenc Creet, our Church 
hath appointed a Sermon tobe preached, which if ſound, 
plain, and practical, as it ought to be, cannot but be 
very cdifying too. * P90” LN 
. Andnow we may. be well ſuppoſed to be fo far edified, 
as to be raiſed up to. the bicheft. pitch of Devotion that 
we can arriye at in this World, and foare fit tobe admit- 
ted to the higheſt Ordinance of the Church, the Sacra- 
ment of the Lok Supper. And therefore we now be- 
_ Take gur ſelves to it. But that we may nat appear he- 
fore pur Lord empty, we firſt offer up ſomething to him 
of what he hath beſtowed upon us, to, be diſpoſed of to 
pious and charitable uſes; teſtifying thereby our acknow-= 
edgment of his goodneſs to us, and that we' have n6- 
thing but what, we receive from him. And to excite and 
encaurage. ns tp. do this, all the while that we are ' offer- 
19g , we.have ſome felect ſentences of Scripture read to 
us , wherein God either commands us to be charitable, 
or elſe. promiſeth- a bleſſing to.thoſe that are ſo. And then 
we pray. for Chriſts whole Church Militant here on earth, 
whereby we profeſs our ſelves, to be real Members of it, 
and. defrons. to hold communion with it in. Chriſts My- 
Kical Bedy and Blood, - And ſo we proceed to the Celebra- 
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edifying , that I need not ſay any thing of it. But ſhall 
only obſerve two. things in general concerning it. _ 

Firſt, That the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, being 
the higheſt Myſtery in all our Religion, as reprefenting 
the death of the Son of God tous, hence that place where 
this Sacrament is Adminiſtered, was always made and re- 
puted the higheſt place in the Church. * And therefore 
alſo it was wont to be ſeperated from the reitt of the 
Church by a Skreen or Partition of Network in Latine 
Cancelli, and that ſo generally, that from thence the 
place its ſelf is called the Chaxcell. That this was anci- 
ently obſervedin the building of all conſiderable Charches 
( for I ſpeak not of private Oratories or Chappels ) with- 
in few Centuries after the Apoſtles themſelves, even in 
the days of Conflantive the Great, as well as inall Ages 
fince, I could eaſily demonttrate from the Records of thoſe 
times. But having purpoſely waved Antiquity hitherto, 
1 am loath to trouble you with it now. But [| mention 
it at preſent , only becauſe ſome perhaps may wonder 
why this ſhould be obſerved in our Church, rather then 
in all the other Churches waich have been Jately built in 
this City. Whereas they ſhould rather wonder why it 
was not obſerved in all other as well as this. For befides 
our Obligations to conform as much as may be to the 

raice of of the Univerſal Church, and to avoid novelty 
and ſingularity in all things relating to the Worſhip of 
God; it cannot be eaſily imagined that the Catholick 
Church in all Ages and places for 13 or 1400 years toge- 
ther, ſhould obſerve ſuch a Cuſtorn as this, ' except there 
were great rcaſons for it. | 

What they were, it is not neceſſary for us to enquire 
now. It may be ſufficient to obſerve at preſent that the _ 
Chancel in our Chriſtian Churches , was always looked 
upon as anſwering to the Holy of Holies in the Temple , 
which, you know, was ſeparated from the SanQuary or 
y of the Temple , by the Command of God _—_— 
- ; As 
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And-that thes. place being appropriated to the Sacrament 
of the Lords Supper, it ought to be ſo contrived, as may 
be moſt convenient for thoſe who are to partake of thac 
Bleſſed Ordinance. But it muſt needs be more convent 
ent for thoſe who are to enjoy Communion with Chriſt, 
and in him with one another, in this holy Sacrament 
to meet together , as 9ne-body , in one place ſeperated 
for that purpoſe, than to be diſperſed, as otherwiſe they 
would be; ſome in one and ſome in another part of the 
Church. Or in ſhort, it is much better for the ' place to 
be ſeparate, than the people. £08 
Furthermore , It is not only convenient, but in ſome 
ſenſe neceſſary, for every Communicant to obſerve and 
take ſpecial notice of the ſeveral Circumſtances which 
our Lord hath ordained to be uſed 1n this Sacrament, as 
the Breaking of the Bread, and the Conſecrating both 
that and the Wine,to repreſent hisD-ath,the breakingot his 
Body, andthe ſhedding of his Blootl for our fins ; that fo 
our hearts may be the more affected with it, and by 
conſequence our ſouls more edified by. it. But this can- 
not be 1o well done, except there be a place ſet apart for 
tt, where they may all be placed, about or near to the 
Communion Table, and ſo behold what is there done at 
the Conſeeration of the Elements, Hence alſo. it is, that 
the Seats there are and ought to be ſo ordered,.that all 
that are in them may ſtill look that way, and contemplate 
upon; their Bletſed Saviour, there evidently ſet forth as 
Crucified for them. 20 
The-other thing that 1 would ebferverunto you concern- 
mg-the Holy Communion, is this, that: our -Church re- 
quireth , or at leaſt ſuppoſeth. it to- þe- Adminiſtered eve- 
ry Lords-day, and every Holy day throughout the year, 
as it was in the Primitive Church. For that is the reaſon 


that the Common $7 #- 35 appointed. to be uſed _ 
all: ſuch;days,, andto be read'at the Cbmmunion Table, 
that ſo the. Miniſter ,qay be there ready to Adminilter- it 
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unter alt thar deſire ro; partake : of -it:>Whick! ſhews* tite 
great care that: our Churchhath of alt her Members; thaz 
they might be cdified and confirmed in the. Faith. Te 
which nothing contribures more then frequent Communi- 
on .2t our Lords Table.” Which if: People could. once > be 
perſwaded to , they would ſoon find greater benefit. by 
it , then I can exprefs, or they themſelves, rill then, 
tmagine. I ſhaltay no more of it at preſent, but only 
this, That 1 am ſo: ſenſible of what 1 now fay, that could 
L be furg to: have'a: ſufficient number of Communicants , 
I ſhould be heartily glad to Adminiſter: this Holy Sacra« 
ment every Lords day , both for their ſakes, and my 
qwn too. | | 


. : Thus 4have given you a ſhort Scheme of that excellent 
Method-wherein our Divine Service. is performed : whiclu 
whoſoever rightly confiders, will need no other Argu- 
ment to convince him}, that it is according to the Apo« 
files Rule, very Ea:ying indeed: The laſt thing. to be 
conſidered io it,"is:the-Mannes: of its Performance ; by 
which t mean only-the ſeveral poſtures of the Body ,- as 
ftavaimg, and kneeling, which are uſed in it ;" for they 
alſo are doneta edify:ng. * | ID FD 

- While weſay' or fing the Hymns and - Pſalms to the 
Praye:'andGlory:of God wel fand rp; not only toſignts 
fie, ;hut'to excite. tho-Blevation of our mitids at'that time; 
For as onthe one hand, if our Souls be really lift &p-in 
the praiſes of God, our Bodies will naturally lift up 
themfelves roaccompany themy/ a3 far: as: they (can ito- 
wards, Heaven,” fo oh the-other hand the raifmg- up. of 
our. lodies helps towards the raifing up of our Sotls too, 
by: putting us in-mind- ef that high and heavenly work 
we are now about; 'Wherein-accordimg toour weak Capa- 
eltzes, we: joyn With the Quire* of” aVetr "in praiſing 
G9 tow, aowe thope-to abit" for Wermore." 6-"his 
eaule alſo: we fordarthe Cyrds, forchey being: Confeilt- 
© 5; | > : ONS 
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ons-of our. Faith. in God as ſuch; theyipome nd the 
proper Notten'of . Hymns or Sengs,of: pragſe.to; him. Afl 
our prailing-God being really nothing elſe but our! Con- 
Feſling and acknowledging him te be what he is in: himſet 
and tous, -Apd beſides-yhat, by eur ftanding both at the 
_ Creeds and- Goſpels, 'welſignthe our aflent unto them,and 
our readineſs to defend'them, to the urmoſt of our power 
againſt all oppoſition whatſoever. , And as for the Goſpels 
particularly , they contain the very, Ads which our Lord 
did, and the very Words which he ſpake when hewas up- 
on Earth ; and therefore we who profeſs him to be our 
Lord and Maſter, cannot ſurely but fand sp, when. we 
hear him ſpeaking, and liſten diligently tothoſe.gracious 
words which proceeded out of his Divine Mouth, - -/ 
. -Andas when we praiſe God, weraiſe up our ſelves as 
high as wecan towards Heaven, ſo when we pray untp 
him , wefall down as low as we can towards the Earth, 
not daring-to preſent our ſupplications to the abſolute 
Monarch of the whole World, any other ways.then #pcu 
our knees. Which is ſo proper, ſo. natural a poſture of Sup- 
plicants, that if all men'would but duly confader what they 
do when they pray to Almighty God, the Church need 
never have commanded them to 4zeel at that time. For 
they could aot chufe but £0-.44 ; No, not. although the 
place: where they are ſhould ſeem-never {a inconvenient 
for it.' For-we; find- our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf bnee/rng 
at its Prayer: in the Gardery, upon the bare ground, Zu4e 
224. 41, 28g St, Per ypon the Sea:ſhore,: where he could 
have-tie-gther Gilhion hut [Stones or-Sank,.. Afs 24.5 
Howſoever, ETgtake offall thaſt little excuſes that men are” 
apt-to make for themdelves in this caſe'; the Seats, in this 
Ehurch axe fo-difpoted;,and-2}4 4hings fo-prepared in them, - 
thas:there ca-be na mneonvenience at all.i0!i4, huy.rather 
all the-canyentences fort hner Jangubar can be difiried. , And 
theretere if any of y audbag ytt-negled ria! noch yu ybile 
Prayers aveiredd, abey Wilgwe: us hog: myeb: eoute 
| to 
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'#o all their Religion into queſtion , 'or-t6 ſufpet t 
'have none at = For if hs had by they durſt ye : th 
could not offer-ſuch a manifeſt affront to the great Crea- 
'tor-of the World, as to carry. themſelves no otherwiſe 
while they pray to him , than as if they were converfing 
with their fellow Creatures. But why do I ipeak of their 
praying unto God ? It is too much to be feared they do 
Not - pray at aH, nor come to Church for any better pur- 
poſe then only to ſee and be feen. I am ſure they per- 
-form no A@ of External Worſhip or Adoration unto God, 
nor ſhew him that reſpe& and reverence which is due un- 
to him; and ſo give very great offence to all pious and 
devout Chriſtians. 

Whereas if all and every perſon in the Congregation , 
would always be upon 'their &#zees, while they put u 
their petitions to the molt high God , what a mighty ad- 
vantage would this be, not only to every one in parti- 
cular, but to the whole Congregation in general ? For as 
every one would by this means keep his heart-more ſted- 
faſt in the true fear and dread of God, and likewiſe more 
certainly obtain the good things hepravs for, as the, Fa» 
thers frequently aſſert: ſo thewhole Congregation alſo, 
would be very much edficd by it. For by this meanswe 
'ſhould excite and inflams each others Devotions , confirm 
and ſtrengthen one anothers Faith, and convince both our 
' ſelves andall that ſee us, that Religion is indeed-a ſeri- 
ous thing ; and that we believe it tobe fo, by our ſerving 
God with ſo much reverence and godly fear, as this hum- 
ble poſture repreſenteth. And therefore-as you tender the 
love of God, the credit of Religion, or the ſalvation of 
your own fouls, I beſceech you all in the name of him that 
made you, thatwhenſoever you come hither to-pray un- 
to him, you do it inthat awful, lowly, and ſolemn man- 
*ner, which our Chuch commandeth , and: as' becometh 
creatures, when you ſpeale to your great and almighty 
*Creator gthat ſo you may-give.true Worſhip and honour 
bs unto 
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unto him , and alſo receive that benefit-and edification of 
your ſelves, which he hath promiſe&and:you- expe from 
your Publick Prayers. This being certainly the moſt Edi- 
tying poſture that you car poſſibly uſe upon fuch: occa- 
tons. cha. | 


From what we have hitherto diſcourſed concerning the 
Language, the Matter, the Mewuhod , and the Manner of 
Performing Divine Service , as contained and preſcribed 
in the Book ef: Common Pr ayer, we may poſitively con» 
clude that it agrees exaQly with the Rule in my Text, 
even that, A/l things in it are done to edifying > Which 
was the thing I undertook to prove. Iknow that many 
other Arguments might be brovght to fhew the Excellen- 
cy and Utefulneſs of the Common Prayer. But theſe al. 
ready produced are ſufficient to convince any. ſober and 
conidering Chriſtian of it. And' if there be any here pre- 
ſent who are not yet convinced by what they have: heard' 
of it, I defireonly one thing of them, and that is, Thar 
they wot{d but make tryal of it for a while. For my 
Charity prompts me-to believe that all the Zeal that ſome _ 
expreſs againſt the Common Prayer , andailthat inditfe- 
rency that is in others for it, proceeds only from their. 
ignorance of what it is, or at Jeaft from their want of ar: 
experimental knowledg of it. For let any Man that ſeri- 
ouſly minds the Worſhip of God. and the Saivation of his 
Soul before all-things elſe, let ſuch a one, I ſay, ſet him- 
ſelf in good'earneſt to aſe the Common Prayzr as he ought 
to do for ſome conſiderable time; and'I do-not doubr bur 
that by the bleſſing 6f God, he will find that benefit and edi» 
fication by it, that his own experience ſhall convince hun 
of all that I have now-ſaid; more than all the Arguments. 


"that I have, or any man in the World. can ever, produce” 


fo him. Some perhaps may think"this to be a Paradox :. 


© ButI do not queſtion but that manyhere' preſent can ats 
&. teſt it upon their own knowledg: Having found them- 


ſelves 
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ſelves more confirmed in their Faith, more ſettled in theix 
Religion, more humbled for their fins, more ſupported 
under their troyblcs ,, more inflamed with Love to -God 
and deſires of Heaven, every way more Edied by-ths 
conſtarit uſe of the Common Prayer, than they could e- 
ver have believed it poſſible to have been, except they 
had found it to be ſo by ther own experience. ' | 


Now theſe things being thus triefly confidered, I ſhall 
obſerve only two things from them. The firſt is the ex- 
traordinary prudence as well as piety of our firſt Refor- 
mers, who firſt compiled the Book of Common. Prager , 
ſo exaQly . Conformable to the Word. of God and. that 
Apoſtolical Canon in my Text; which I cannot but as - 
ſcribe to the ſame extraordinary aid and aſliftance from 
God, whereby they were afterwards enabled to ſuffer per- 
ſecution , Fea Martyrdome it ielF for his ſake, and ſo. to 
- confirm what they have done with. their own Bloods 
. which certainly.is no ſmall commendation of it. . 

The other thing 1 would obſerve unto. you, is the rea. 

ſon, why the Devil hath had ſuch a ſpight againſt the 
Commen Prayer, ever ſince it was firſt made. For. the 
more edzfy:ing it is to Gods. People, the more deſtruftive 
it muſt needs be of the Devils Kingdom. ' And therefore 
it is no wonder that he hath all along employed the utmoſk 
of his power and policy to blaſt its Reputation, and ſo 
to diſcourage and diſſwade Men from the uſe of it... And 
by the permiſſion of God for the puniſhment of. this un- 

rateful. Nation , he hath fo far prevailed in- his deſign , 
that the Liturgy hath-been twice caſtout of the Church, 
ſince it was firit brought into. it, once in the Reign of | 
Queen Mary, and then again in the days of King Char /es. 
the firſt. Lov 


® 
: « \ 


' In,che Reign of Queen Mary, you all know, whowers 
Kit wWmNents. 1n ay 5 of it, eventhe Papiſts. For 


they.cleerlyand truly fore-law , that their Erroneous O- 


"I 'pinitons -/: 


—_ - 


pinions could never be believed , nor their ſuperſtitious 

racices obſerved in the Nation , ſo long as the Commor 
Prayer was uſed. Foraſmuch as there is nothing: in that 
but what is ſound and agreeable to the Dorine of the 
Goſpel,and ſo contrary to the groundleſs Opinions which 
the Church of Roxze would obtrude upon the World for 
Articles of Faith. And beſides that , there are many 
expreſſions purpoſely inſerted 1n it, to'arm us againſt the 


' Popes Supremacy , Indulgences ,. Invocation of Saints , 


Tranſubſtantiation , and other Popiſh: Errors. So that tt 
would have been impoſlible for the Romiſh Religion to be 
ever reſtored in the Nation , unleſs the Common Prayer 
was firſt removed. Which therefore they took care to 
have done as ſoon as poſſible. But within a few years af- 
ter, even the firſt of Queen El;zabeth, it was brought in- 
again. And as the Reformation was begun before, ſo from 


that timeforward it was carried on and perfeQed,chiefly 


by means of the Common Prayer. For it is very obſer- 
vable that in the Reign of King Edward the Sixth,and for 
ſeveral years too of Queen E;zabeth , there was little 
or oo preaching in moſt parts of the Kingdom, 'and few 
then could read Engliſh , and yet by the conſtant and ge- 
neral uſe of the Liturgy, and Gods Bleſſing upon it , the 
whole Nation was ſo edified in the True Religion , that 
there was ſcarce one in an hundred but forſook and ab- 
horred all Popiſh Doctrines and Superſtitions: Which is 


anundeniable Argument , that in this reſpedt alſo it is as 
edifying , as it is poſlible for a thing of that nature to be. 


In ſo much that ſo long as the Common Prayer is uſed and 
frequented as it ought, to be, it is morally impoſlible for 
Popery to get any ground amongſt us. But if this Bul- 
wark was once removed (which God forbid ) our grand 
Adverſary would fooa accompliſh his malicious deſigns 
upon us, one way or other. | | A. 
This he knows well enough ; and therefore hath left 
no ſtone unturned to effec it.. But what he had done 
OE ON F before 
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before by the Papiſts,- he afterwards brought about. again - 
by other means in- the- Reign vt King. Charts the Firll. 
For by what kind of Spirit the Commar Prager was then: 
caſt out, you all know, and fome af you found by wo- 
ful experience. All that I ſhall ſay of, is only this; 
That the ſame Spirit that then flirred up people fo vie+ 
ently againſt;the Common Prayer, ftirr'd them ap at the 
ſame time to Rebel againft their King, to take away 
2ns Eſtates and Lives, contrary to all Law and Juſtice ; 
and at laſt to Murther one of the moſt pious Princes that 
ever lived, And whether that: was the Spirit of. Chrift or. 
Antichriſt, God or the Devil ,, judge: you. Be fare the eons 
ſequents of its being laid afide at that time were very fad; 
For people being deprived of that whereby they ſhout: 
have been ed:fied, were immediately tofled: ro and fro 
with every wind of Doctrine, until at length many of: 
them. fell mto the moſt pernicious and damaiable Flereftes 
that were ever heard of.in-the Church, Yea together wit 
the Liturgy, they laid afide all diftinQion berwixt ſacred 
and-common things ; by which means the whole Nation. 
was in danger of being over-fpread with Profeneneſs and. 
Irreligion.. | LR eb @ PEDT ANHGI 2G 
But bleiſed be the Name 'of the moſt high God for it, 
he was once more pleafed to appear for us ; and'in a mi- 
raculous manner to- reſtore our Cummoy Prayer 'to his 
Church , together with . our Gracious Severaigre to this 
Kingdoms: | But what ſhalt we. render 16-the Loft for for 
great a Bleſling as this 1s ?:* Alt that he expeRs; or we-can 
give him for it, 1s only to: make the beſt uſe /of' it thar 
we can. This therefore 1s that which I now pray and 
beleech you all for the future. to. do, Do not think: it 
enough to be for the Common Prayer, and to-comengw 
and the: to hear it, This. you may do ,' as many do , 
and yet receive no more benefit by it ; than'as if- theue 
was none at all to be' received, Which therefore: can þ 
no Means be imputed to the Common Prayer-its ſelf ,- but 
to 
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'to- the negligence .of thoſe that uſe it. Neither muſt you 
think it enough to talk high. for it, or to.rail at. thoſe 
who are not ſo happy as to be rightly informed about 
it- But rather take alt opportunities tor inform them , 
and by all means poſlible to -convince them of the Excel- 
lency and Uſefulneſs of it. Which you can neyer do fo 
effettually , as by your out-ſtripping and exceeding them 
4n Vertue and Good Works. For this is and ever will be 
-a p'ain D2monſftration , that the Common Prayer is in- 
deed far more edify:rg , than thoſe new Modes of Reli- 
gion, Which they are ſo untappily ſeduced into. That 
therefore you may do this, and fo both experience in 
your ſelves, and demonſtrate unto others, the truth, and 
certainty.of what you have now heard ., concerning the 
Common Prayer, I deſire you to obſerve theſe few Kules 


in the uſing of it. 


Firſt , Come not to our Pub/ick Prayer only out of 
Cytom or for Faſhion ſake, as the manner of ſome is, 
but out of a ſincere obedience to Gods Commands, and 
with a ſure truſt and confidence in his Promiſes for his 
Blefling upon what you do. . For which. end it will be ve- 
ry good as you goto Church, to bethink your ſelves whi- 
| _h6 are going , and what you are to do there , that 
ſo. laying afide all other buſineſs, you may put your 
felves into a right temper for ſo great a Work. 


Secondly, Frequent our Pub/:c& Prayers as often as cons 
yeniently you. can. The oftner you are at them , the 
better you will like them , and the more edified you 
will be by them. And therefore do not ſatisfie your ſelves 
with hearing them once a Week. In this City, as aiſo in 
many other places of the Kingdom , eſpecially where 
there are Cathedrals, or- Collegiate Churches , you my 
enjoy the benefit of them publickly every day, and ſo 
keep your hearts continually p.. an holy and heavenly 

« bs . | 
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ame , and always live as becometh Chriſtians : And if 
Jou negle& ſuch opportuniries as are now put into your 
hands , you will one day wiſh you had not ; but then 
 wiſhing-will do no good. | 


— Thirdly, If poſſible, come always at the beginning of 
"Divine Service, - Otherwiſe you will cettainly miſs of 
ſomething that would have been edifying to you, and 
perhaps of that , which at that time might have done 
you more good than all the reſt. Neither will you loſe 
the benefit onely of part of it , but in ſome meaſure of 
the wholetoo. All the parts of it being linked together 
in ſoexcellent a mannerand method , that they influence 
and affiſt each other. So that nothing can be omitted 
either by Miniſter or People, but the whole will ſuffer by 
it, and loſe ſomething of thatVertue and Efficacy, whictt 
' otherwiſe you would find in it. L. 


Fourthly, All the while that you are in Gods Houſe , 
carry your ſelves as in his ſpecial preſence , and ſuitably 
to the work you are about; ſtanding while you praiſe 
God, and kneeling while you pray unto him, -as our 
Ehurch hath dire&ed you. ' For though theſe may ſeem 
bur hittle things in themſelves, yer they are of grear 
conſequence, both to our Worſhipping of God aright , 
and alſo to our being edified by what wedo, as1have 
thewed before. | 2 


Laſtly , Take ſpecial care all along to keep your minds 
in'en: upon the matter in hand. When you confeſs your 
ſins to God, doit wirh an hearty and fincere Repentance 
for all the Errors of your life paſt. When the Abſolutt- 
on is pronounced , receive 1t with a firm and ſtedfaR 
Faith in Chriſt your Saviour. When you repeat or fing 
thy Hymns and Pſajms, raiſe up your Spirits as high as 
| youcan to joyn with thoſe above in praifing and. mage 


 nifying 
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nifying the Eternal God. When the Word of God is. 
tread, hearken diligently unto! it, and conſider ſeriouſly 
what he that made you faith'to you , and requireth of 
you, and refolve by his Bleſſing to believe and live ac- 
cordingly. And all the while 'that you are upon your 
knees, putting up your Petitions to the moſt high God , 
let your whole Soulsbe employed in it, earneſtly deſiring - 
the good things you pray for at his gracieus hands, and. 
humbly confiding on his fairhful promiſes for the grant- 
ing of them. By this means you will perform reaſonable 
fervice unto God, and by conſequence that which wilf 
be very acceptable unto him, andas profitable and edi- 
fying to your ſelves. Whereas they that do not obſerve 
this Rule, cannot be properly faid to pray , or ſerve God 
at all. And therefore it is no wonder that they come to 
Church , and hear the Common Prayer read, and yet are 
no way edifted by it. Indeed it is impoſſible that they” 
ſhould: - For cas much 'as'all the benefir' and edification 
that we can poſlibly receive from any of our Devotions ,* 
depends very much upon the due intention of our mings 
in- the performance of them. To. which, as 1 have. 
ſhewea, both'a Form of Prayer 'in general, and ours in 
particular-, is very great help. . 2 | 
Do but obſerve theſe pfain and'neceffary Rulkes in uſing 
of the Common Prayer ( without which you cannot Le 
truly ſaid to uſe, but rather to abuſe it ) and you will 
ſoon find what I have faid about it to be true, even that 
All thirgs in it are done to Edifying. And therefore [ 
would to God*that not onfy you that hear me at this 
time , but all the people of the Nation could be once per- 
ſwaded to do fo. What an Holy Nation, what a peculi» 
ar People ſhould we then become ? How pious towards 
God ? How Loyai to our Soveraign ? How Juſt and Cha- 
ritable to one another? For by our conſtant Worſhip- 
piog Almighty God in {o ſolemn and devout a manner - 
| tits 
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this: iS. eur-hearrs would. þe oyverawed with fo great a 
fear of his Divipe Majeſty , that we ſhould never dare 


' willingly to offend him. Our minds:would be filled and 
impregnated with ſuch aſenſe of his power and foveraign- 


ty , that we ſhould - honour and revere it in thoſe alſo 
whom he hath ſet over us. -Our whole Souls. would be 
raiſed up ſo much above the World , that we ſhould not 
do an ill act to gain, it wholly to our, ſelves. In ſhort, 


| we ſhould be every day edffied more and more in Faith, 


in Love, in Humility , in Self-denial , .in Temperance , 
inPatience, in all true Grace, and Vertue; And jo.we 
1h uld go from ſtrength. to ſtrength, from one degree 
of grace unto another, until at length we artive.at Glory, 


.and Perfeftion in the higheſt Heavens , where we ſhall. 


ſpend Eternity its ſelf in Praifing and Adoring the moſt 


high God ; as for all the other Mercies which he hath 


vouchſafed to us ,. ſoin a particular.manner fox our be- 
ing Members of .ſuch an' Apoſtolicul Church., wherein a 
things are done to edifyinge Oe boi iar wort 


Which God of his-Infinite Mercy .garnt we -may all do 
in and through our Lord . and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, -. ts 
whom with the Father and Holy Ghoſt, be :all Honour: 
andGlory , World without end. Amen. 


— - 
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